










Description Person living with dementia Older person 

Words, names & objects 
Forgetfulness becomes 
progressively worse over time 

May sometimes forget, words are 
on the tip or your tongue

Events May forget all or part of an event Memory of events are vague 

Written & verbal directions Progressively unable to follow Able to follow

Stories e.g. television, books or 
movie plots

Progressively unable to follow Able to follow 

Stored knowledge 
Over time loses some known 
information

Slower recall but essentially 
retained

Everyday skills 
Loses cognitive and physical 
capacity over time to do everyday 
tasks

Retains capacity unless physically 
impaired


















